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the curricultim. We hear of an oration, delivered at a
school prize-giving, in which Treitschke vindicated the
services of Prussia to the cause of German unity. At
Dresden he acquired a sound acquaintance with the classical
languages, and a taste for Greek literature, which never
wholly deserted him. In after years he used to inveigh
against the modern craze for cramming boys with mis-
cellaneous information, until they became " two-legged
encyclopaedias." The old humanistic course, he said, had
produced not only more exact habits of thought, but also
a wider range of intellectual interests than he found among
the auditors of his Berlin lectures. Still, when at the age of
sixteen, he entered upon his university course, he turned
his attention from the classics to the study of political
economy, political science, and history, not so much from
any definite views concerning his future career as from a
desire to form his judgment on political questions.

After the fashion of the time he roamed from one uni-
versity to another, in search of teachers who could best
satisfy the needs of the moment or of a library which con-
tained the necessary literature. Bonn pleased him best.
Here?* in 1851 he fell under the influence of Dahlmann,
eminent as a historian, but still more remarkable as a political
theorist, who was in a sense the founder of the Prussian School
of history; an advocate of constitutional monarchy who
hoped f <jr the union of Germany under a liberal constitution
and the leadership of Prussia. Next, at Leipzig in 1852,
Treitlchke sat under the famous economist Roscher, and
listened to the course of lectures which was afterwards
published under the title Die Grundlagen von National-
okonomie. Though Treitschke never displayed any great
enthusiasm for political economy, he was impressed by
Roscher's leading thoughts. He welcomed the revolt against
the abstractions and deductive reasoning of Ricardo. He
realised the national importance of the economic revival
which Germany had witnessed after the establishment of
the Zollverein, seeing in it, besides the hope of national